
What type of trap is faced?

Are characters 
actively looking 

for traps?*

Has Detect magic 
been cast?*

Detect Magic can reveal 
magical effect and school 
(but not that it is a trap)

Trap 
cannot 

be 
noticed

Intelligence 
(Arcana) vs 

Trap DC 
can reveal 

some
magic traps

Dispel magic 
versus Trap 

disarm DC to 
dispel trap

Magical
(Spell or magic device trap)

Mechanical

YES

NO

NO YES

Character wants 
to Investigate 

further ?

YES

NO

Try to disarm ?

YES
(Spell Trap)

NO

NOYES

Effect is 
released:

Roll relevant 
Saving Throw 

vs Trap DC and 
apply effect

Arcane Spellcaster Expertise

YES  (Magical Device trap)

Dispel magic OR 
Intelligence (Arcana) 
vs Trap DC to disable 

trap

Are 
characters 

actively 
looking for 

traps?*

Check Passive 
Perception vs Trap 

detection DC

Roll active 
Wisdom 

(Perception) 
check vs 

Trap 
detection 

DC

NO

YES

Has trap been detected?
NO

YES

Is further Investigation needed to 
deduce disarm mechanism ?

YES NO

Intelligence 
(Investigation) 

check 
vs. Trap DC

SUCESSFAIL

Character 
cannot 

figure out 
how to 
disarm 

trap

Does trap require 
Thieves tools to 
disarm and/or is 

character proficient 
in Thieves Tools?

Dexterity 
(Thieves 

Tools) 
check vs 
Trap DC 

to disarm

Dexterity 
check vs 
Trap DC 

to disarm

FAIL

DEX and/or Thieves Tools Expertise

Trap is disarmed

FAIL

SUCESS

SUCESS Trap is disarmed

SUCESS

YES NO

FAIL

FAIL
SUCESS
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Has the trap been 
triggered?
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SUCESS

* Find traps spell can automatically reveal intentionally made traps 

FAIL


